3DS – March 22
Console: 3DS
RELEASE DATE: Friday
You can put the geeky glasses you need when you go to watch 3D movies away – you don’t need them for the latest hand-held console to hit the shelves.
The new Nintendo 3DS will be launched in just three days time, with all the fanfare you’d expect for the launch of a new console.

According to Nintendo, the 3DS will bring a new dimension to gaming, bringing to life characters and games in a way never seen before.

It really is a fantastic piece of kit, but it’s simple to use and good fun too.

So what is all the fuss about – why would you need to upgrade when you already have a DS Lite or DSi?

Firstly, it comes in two colours – Cosmos Black and Aqua Blue. In the box there is a 2GB SD Card; stylus; charger and cradle; six augmented reality cards, a manual; a built-in Face Raiders game as well the 3DS.

It has a 3.53 inch top widescreen LCD with 800x240 pixels and the lower screen is 3.02 inches LCD with 320x240 pixel resolution.

There are two outer cameras and one inner one which can take pictures and videos which can all be viewed in 3D. The Mii Maker application lets you use the camera to take a picture of a person and have an automatic Mii character created. 
The six AR Cards, when viewed through the outer cameras, bring to life fun and interesting animations and images.
As well as the standard DS controls, there is a built-in motion sensor and gyro sensor which work together with the new analogue slide pad to allow 360 degree analogue input. 
With Nintendo 3DS Sound, users can enjoy sound-manipulation tools or rock out with their Nintendo 3DS system while listening to their MP3 or AAC music files.

If you need to tone down the 3D, there is a little slider on the right to adjust the depth levels or even disable it entirely.
It has a battery life of up to five hours when the 3D is in use and eight hours if it’s switched off.
It is wireless and comes with Streetpass. This comes in when two units detect each other even if they are in sleep mode. The 3DS’ LED light flashes when it picks up new data which you can use for inter-game challenges – a neat way to unlock new items, characters, etc.

There is also Spotpass which detects wireless hotspots and LAN access points, so you can access the internet, download content or play online on the move.

On Friday, those lucky enough to get their hands on this little beauty, will find there’s a decent array of new games to play from Day One. There are 16 games planned for launch day and by June there could be 30 3DS games.

This new hand-held console is also able to play nearly every game in the massive Nintendo DS library, except those that require use of a secondary Game Boy Advance slot.

PANEL

Nintendo games available at launch include:
· Pilotwings Resort, an aerial adventure featuring airplanes, hang gliders and rocket belts. You soar above tropical Wuhu Island in 3D as you complete missions or snap pictures. 

· Steel Diver, a submarine game that involves strategy and combat. The 3D visuals give you the sensation that you are looking into a miniature aquarium as you control the sub's speed, depth and pitch, and fire torpedoes. 

· Nintendogs + cats, a game that lets you interact with realistic puppies – and kittens – in a variety of fun ways. There are three versions of the software, each with different starting breeds: French bulldog, toy poodle and golden retriever. But in each version players can unlock and enjoy more than 20 different breeds.

Other Nintendo 3DS games in the works for 2011 from Nintendo include The  Legend of Zelda; Ocarina of Time 3D;  Star Fox 64 3D; Kid Icarus; Uprising and a new installment in the  Mario Kart  series.

Third-party publisher games include:

· Super Street Fighter IV 3D Edition from CAPCOM 

· The Sims 3 from EA 

· Madden NFL Football from EA SPORTS 

· Pro Evolution Soccer 2011 3D from Konami Digital Entertainment, Inc. 

· LEGO Star Wars III: The Clone Wars from LucasArts 

· RIDGE RACER 3D from NAMCO BANDAI Games America Inc. 

· Super Monkey Ball™ 3D from SEGA 

· BUST-A-MOVE UNIVERSE™ from Square-Enix, Inc. 

· SAMURAI WARRIORS®: Chronicles from TECMO KOEI AMERICA Corp. 

· Asphalt  3D from UBISOFT 

· Combat of Giants: Dinosaurs 3D  from UBISOFT 

· Rayman 3D from UBISOFT 

· Tom Clancy's Ghost Recon® Shadow Wars from UBISOFT
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