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DS gamers are in for a real treat.

Dragon Quest IX: Sentinels of the Starry Skies is about to hit the shelves and it is being heralded as one of the biggest DS titles ever released.

The popular Dragon Quest franchise began almost 25 years ago and has proved a massive hit in Japan and sold more than 50m games worldwide.

When it launched in Japan, this latest game was one of the fastest selling of all time and sales of DS consoles leapt 152%. 
This is the first time a Dragon Quest game has featured on the DS and it is going to be on many youngsters lists, to say nothing of older fans of the series, who have followed the storyline since the days of the NES console.

The beauty of this game is that it lets you enjoy an adventure that is entirely your own, yet share it with others anywhere, anytime. 

Before setting off on your adventure, you create your own heroes, deciding how you would like their face, hair and clothing to look. 
As the story unfolds, your heroes become stronger, smarter and more powerful, and you can customize companions who join their group. 
There’s more than 1,000 pieces of clothing, armour, weapons and other items to discover that will provide your heroes with a unique appearance and special abilities. 
You can also change the class of your character at any time, choosing from a variety of vocations that will impact their abilities and strengths in the game.

In DRAGON QUEST IX: Sentinels of the Starry Skies, you begin the adventure as guardian of a city who is sent to retrieve the fruits of a sacred tree that have the power to grant wishes. 
You travel the world, conquer fearsome monsters and unravel an epic storyline. During your journey, you’ll encounter mighty opponents in fast-paced battles and also interact with a colourful cast of characters.

DRAGON QUEST IX: Sentinels of the Starry Skies also contains special modes that let you to share your adventure with others. Up to four players can team up via a local wireless connection and experience the fun of tackling challenging monsters and dungeons cooperatively with their own unique characters. 
You can even leave the game active in your backpacks, pockets or purses and still interact with other players via an interactive “Canvassing Mode”, while on the move. 
Information about your unique characters can be wirelessly transmitted to others, and treasure maps and customized greetings can be exchanged automatically to players who come within your range if their games are set to “Canvassing Mode”.

As well as the main game, there are a host of special side quests. Some of these quests will be earned by progressing through the game, while additional quests will be made available for free download if you have broadband Internet access after the game launches.

Some downloadable quests will continue the main storyline of the game, while others offer standalone missions.

So, as you can see, this epic adventure game has lots and lots of possibilities, making it and ideal holiday must-have. 

Now all you have to do is empty your piggy-bank or persuade someone to buy it for you.
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